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CREW & CASTDIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

        started out wanting ‘Pecking 
Order’ to be the most fun anyone 
could have learning about competitive 
poultry pageantry. And on the surface it was 
the easiest pitch in the world – all I had to say when 
people asked about it was, “Best In Show. With 
Chickens. But it’s real.” And they’d immediately light 
up and laugh (just like I did when I first found out 
about it).

But (like any filmmaker), I wanted it to be something 
more. So I asked myself, “why do they do it?” This 
led to an exploration of why we compete and in 
particular, why we compete with animals. So I 
started down the path of examining our complex, 
often paradoxical, relationship with animals 
because it’s something we can all relate to.  

The characters are what make this film sparkle and 
they provide an opportunity to gain an insight into 
human nature. Why do we feel compelled to change, 
or resist change? What are we prepared to do for 
power and control?

Being able to entwine such questions and 
ideas into what is essentially a comedy-drama 
means ‘Pecking Order’ can be enjoyed purely 
as entertainment, or it can also be viewed as 
a profound, surprising and strangely universal 
commentary on what it is to be a human being. 
That’s what I’d like audiences to come away with. 
But the real measurement of success for me will 
be if Kiwi audiences come away from this quoting 
some of the great one-liners and labelling it as a 
Kiwiana classic. That’s our ultimate goal.
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“I think when you hear 
what it's about, you can’t 
help but smile.”
DAVID BRECHIN-SMITH, PRODUCER
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            oin members of the 148-year-old Christchurch Poultry, Bantam 

& Pigeon Club in the lead up to the NZ National Show, as they battle 

history (and each other) in their quest for glory. 

Audiences will be introduced to an endearing and eclectic group of 

‘chick fanciers’, each hoping to take away the top prize, including 

Doug the determined Club President, Rhys the young upstart, Sarah 

the chicken whisperer, Ian the exacting judge, Mark the voice of 

reason and Brian the lovable champion.

'Pecking Order' is a hilarious, unique, and heart-warming slice of 

Kiwiana which is sure to delight and surprise audiences of all ages. 
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ABOUT THE CLUB

            he Christchurch Poultry, Bantam & Pigeon Club was established 

in 1867, which means the club will be celebrating its 150th birthday this 

year! The club’s first president was William Wilson, a man who clearly 

liked being the first to lead things as he was also the first Mayor  

of Christchurch.

The club hosted its first show in August 1868 in the original stoneTown 

Hall. Favourable coverage in the press and tantalising prize money 

(15 shillings for a win) lead to a veritable boom in entries, relatively 

speaking. Poultry showing became so popular that by 1894 there were 

a total of 1011 birds being brought from all over the country for the 

club’s showing competition (and some even came from Australia, which 

- with chickens being essential flightless - meant making the lengthy 

journey by boat). At the club’s 125th Jubilee show in 2009, there were 

over 2000 entries.

The club’s current members come from a range of backgrounds and 

ages, which shows the wide (if not altogether common) appeal of 

poultry pageantry. While young Rhys is only 14 years’ old, two of the 

club’s most senior members have been exhibiting for an incredible 70 

years. The club has not been immune from its share of ups and downs, 

including the period of political unrest detailed in the film. Mark Lilley is 

the current president of the Christchurch Poultry, Bantam & Pigeon Club.

To commemorate the club’s sesquicentennial (we had to Google that 

one), it will be hosting the New Zealand National Show in Christchurch. 

The show will be held at the club’s home turf - the Table Tennis 

Canterbury Stadium - from Friday 23 June to Sunday 25 June. Over the 

gruelling three days, one can expect to see a dazzling variety of birds, 

more ribbons than a rhythmic gymnastics meet and a fair few happy 

champions. With the very real possibility of some its members taking 

home a coveted prize, the future has never looked brighter for the 

Christchurch Poultry, Bantam & Pigeon Club.
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THIS WAY TO THE TRAILER

Discover more at poultryclub.co.nz.

ABOUT THE FILM

“It’s real. It couldn’t be more real. But at the same time, when you

see it, you can’t help thinking ‘is this real?’” DAVID BRECHIN-SMITH, PRODUCER

https://poultryclub.co.nz/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eyqrX4ySvKg


DOUG BAIN

DOUG has been showing chickens for more 
than 50 years. He was president of the 
Christchurch Poultry, Bantam & Pigeon 
Club from 2010 to 2015.

His first big win was back in 1963 when 
he won a Championship title with a Buff 
Orpington, whose descendants are still used 
by Doug for breeding to this day.

His favourite breed is the White Leghorn 
Bantam and the comical Silkie. Doug is 
most of proud of the legacy he is leaving 
by passing on his chickens to younger 
generations (including ‘Pecking Order’ alum, 
Rhys Lilley).

MARINA moved to NZ from Germany with 
her husband in 1989. An experienced bird 
breeder, her passion for bird showing 
started when she visited her FIrst NZ 
show in 2009.

Being a member of the Rare Breeds 
Conservation Society of New Zealand she 
wanted to help put more colour and  
under-represented breeds back into the show.  

Her favourite breed is the matronly Mille Fleur 
Cochin because of their beautiful colour 
pattern and docile temperament. Her best 
result is when she won NZ Championship at 
the 2013 National Show in Ashburton with one 
of her Faverolles pullets.

MARINA STEINKE

Doug is 
pictured here 
with a Buff 
Orpington

MARK has been part of the Christchurch 
Poultry, Bantam & Pigeon Club for 10 
years. Following RECENT EVENTS, Mark is 
now the president of the club.

Mark’s first show was the North Canterbury 
A&P show where he won Best Heavy with 
a Barnevelder hen. More than anything he 
thinks it's important to put up your best birds 
for show having had several days of prep 
because that's what the judges deserve.

Mark maintains that though he loves his 
birds they fit around his life not the other way 
around. He likes to find time for holidays with 
his family, and enjoying rugby and the AFL.

MARK LILLEY

Mark is 
SHOWN 
with a White 
Leghorn

RHYS LILLEY

RHYS is 14 years old and has been 
showing for FIve years. He used to show 
darker breeds but then realised that 
white feathered breeds were more likely 
to win so he changed to the magniFIcent 
White Leghorn.

Rhys reckons the best way to have calm birds 
for a show is to spend lots of time with them 
so they know and trust you.  

Though he may love chicken showing, he 
loves competing and (most importantly) 
winning more, which is why he also rides 
motorbikes, plays basketball and competes 
in rock n roll competitions.

Rhys is 
PICTURED WITH
a White Leghorn
Bantam

Marina is 
HOLDING one of 
her Blue Salmon 
Faverolles

MEET THE CHICK FANCIERS (AND THE CHICKS) “Many kiwis will see rELections of themselves
 in these honest, hard-working battlers.”  DAVID BRECHIN-SMITH, PRODUCER



MEET THE CHICK FANCIERS (AND THE CHICKS)

It was unfortunate circumstances that 
FIrst introduced Brett Hawker to bird 
breeding and showing. Brett’s best friend, 
who was a bird breeder, passed away from 
cancer, so Brett undertook bird breeding 
to keep the breed alive in memory of 
his friend.

Now, after breeding and showing for more than 
30 years, Brett has recently decided to focus 
solely on breeding. In the 90s he created a line 
of breed called Buff Laced Wyandottes, and 
more recently he has been breeding Game 
Bantams. Brett is a two-time winner of Best in 
Show. Brett is also a highly respected and 
 well-renowned judge.

BRETT HAWKER

Ian has a long and esteemed history in bird 
showing. His fIrst competition was in 1959, and 
he has since won countless titles including 
a winning streak of fIve consecutive Best in 
Shows (or ‘Best in Section’, as it was then 
called) at the Taranaki Show.

Ian has followed on his time as a competitor with 
an illustrious career as a judge which includes 
being asked to be the Chief Judge at the 
Melbourne Royal Show. 

Ian has an extensive knowledge of bird breeds 
and is best known in NZ poultry circles as the 
compiler of the ‘New Zealand Poultry Standards’, 
the definitive guide to poultry showing in 
New Zealand.

IAN SELBYSARAH BUNTON

Sarah, who is 16 years’ old, competed 
in her FIrst show in 2012. She entered 
with her mother's chicken and her two 
ducks, Zoom and Zachery Quack (who she 
hatched in a chilly bin with a hot water 
bottle when she was 6). 

Nowadays, she breeds Partridge Wyandotte 
Bantams and already has an impressive 
stack of awards to her name, including 2x 
Best Junior at the Christchurch A&P Show.
One of her hens, a beautiful Black Orpington 
called Luna, was a birthday present from 
fellow club member Marina.

Sarah is 
HOLDING 
her Blue 
Araucana

Ian is pictured 
with a Blue Red 
old english  
Game Bantam.

BRIAN GLASSEY

Brian has been raising chickens for more 
than 50 years. He raises a huge variety 
of birds, from Australorps to Plymouth 
Rocks to Silkies (Brian’s personal 
favourite). Brian has a history of 
success at shows, but, always humble, is 
reluctant to acknowledge such success.

In addition to being a competitive chick 
fancier, Brian is also a competitive gardener, 
with Chrysanthemums being his bloom of
choice. With a large garden to tend and all of 
his birds to look after, Brian’s biggest problem 
is finding time to do it all, which is why he
only sleeps 4 hours a night.

Brian is 
pictured 
with his 
prized Barred 
Plymouth 
Rock.

Brett is 
SHOWN with a 
Silver laced 
Wyandotte.

“What made bringing ‘Pecking Order’ to life so hugely satisfying for me, was getting to 
work with such great characters: Absolute classic Kiwis:  humble, witty, understated.
Big hearts. TheY're the ones who really make it so special.”   MIKE KELLAND,PRODUCER 



WYANDOTTEOrigin: America
Class: Heavy
Eggs: Tinted

LEGHORN
Origin: Italy
Class: Light
Eggs: White

Origin: Britain
Class: Hardfeather
Eggs: Tinted

The gentle ‘teddy bears’ of the poultry world, the Orpington 
is calm, full-feathered and doesn’t go too ‘broody’ (which is 
chicken-speak for a hen that likes to sit on eggs to incubate 
them!). Orpingtons were originated in Kent, UK in 1886 and by 
1894 they were already on Kiwi shores. The Lavender Cuckoo 
Orpington pictured belongs to Marina.

ORPINGTON
Origin: Great Britain
Class: Heavy
Eggs: Brown

COCHIN
Origin: China
Class: Heavy
Eggs: TinteD

SILKIE

  

Originally known in China as the Shanghai, the Cochin was 
a “sensation” in English poultry circles for its immense 
size and profusion of fluff and feather. They are calm in 
manner and make excellent mother hens. Mille fleur, literally 
meaning a thousand flowers, is a type of Cochin (Marina’s is 
pictured) with a pretty mottled pattern of varying colours.

Origin: Asia, possibly India, Japan or China
Class: Light
Eggs: Tinted or cream

Hilarious in appearance, the Silkie is blessed with an 
abundance of silky fluff literally from head to toe. To complete 
the look, females are further adorned with a ‘hat’ like a powder 
puff. Characterised by persistent broodiness, they are often 
used as incubators for the eggs of other fowl (and one can’t 
imagine a more snuggly nursery for an egg!) One of Brian’s 
Silkies is shown here.

Hailing from America, where the breed was first standardised 
in 1883, it was only two years later that the first Wyandotte 
was imported into New Zealand by Mr A. Bluck of Morrinsville. 
The Wyandotte should present with a “graceful and well-
balanced” carriage. With 23 different colourings specified 
by the 'New Zealand Poultry Standards', it is a popular bird 
for showing. A pair of male and female Partridge Wyandotte 
Bantams owned by Sarah are shown here.

Very alert, vigorous and well-balanced. Males can have either 
single or rose shaped combs, while females only have a 
single comb that falls “gracefully to either side of the face”. 
The White Leghorn (Rhys’s Bantam variant is shown here) is 
highly regarded for its incredibly white plumage paired with a 
comb of bright red.

OLD ENGLISH GAME

A SMALL SELECTION OF SOME OF THE CHICK FANCIERS' FAVOURITE CHICKS:

Based on the breeds used for cockfighting (which predates 
Roman occupation of Britain, but thankfully has long since 
been outlawed), the Old English Game has a sturdier 
appearance than your common chicken. They are small 
headed with strong legs, and prominent pectoral muscles. 
They are typically proud and defiant. Brett’s Blue Red Old 
English Game Bantam is pictured here.



SELECTED CREDITSSLAVKO MARTINOV

Writer, Producer, Director
New Zealand-born and Christchurch-raised, 

Slavko founded screen activist group 

Sabineprogram in 2012 and created a new 

genre (propumentary) for his debut feature film 

‘Propaganda’ (2012), which was rated number 

one film to watch out for by Indiewire at IDFA, 

and which Michael Moore awarded the top 

prize at the Academy-qualifying Traverse City 

Film Festival in 2013. ‘Propaganda’ has so 

far screened at 13 international festivals 

including IDFA and Raindance.

‘Pecking Order’ (2017)
Feature documentary – Writer, Producer, Director

‘Propaganda’ (2012) 
Feature documentary – Writer, Producer, Director

‘One 16th’ (2012) 
1 hour TV documentary – Writer, Producer, Director

‘The Nip Tuck Trip’ (2011) 
1 hour TV documentary – Writer, Producer, Director

“I’m really excited about NZ audiences 
seeing this FIlm because of its inherent 
Kiwiness: these characters are 
unavoidably a refLection of who we are 
and how we interact with each other.”

SLAVKO MARTINOV, DIRECTOR



MIKE KELLAND
Producer
David is an award-winning screenwriter whose career spans TV drama 

and comedy, documentary and film. He has awards for best drama 

script and has been nominated for several more awards in TV and film. 

His TV drama credits include ‘The Strip’, the highly praised ‘Insider’s 

Guide’ series, and the acclaimed mystery-thriller series, ‘The Cult’.

He created and wrote the award winning drama ‘The Hothouse’, 

worked on the international children’s series ‘Paradise Café’ and 

co-wrote the feature film ‘The Hopes and Dreams of Gazza Snell’. 

More recently, he wrote the groundbreaking WWI documentary series 

'War News', and the documentary 'Doubt: The Scott Watson Case'.  

‘Pecking Order’ (2017) – Feature documentary

‘Doubt: The Scott Watson Case’ (2016) – TV documentary

‘War News’ (2014) – 5 x 1 hour TV documentary

‘The Cult’ (2011) – 13 x 1 hour TV drama

‘Paradise Café’ (2011) – 13 x ½ hour TV comedy-drama

‘The Hopes and Dreams of Gazza Snell’ (2010) – Feature film

SELECTED CREDITS

DAVID BRECHIN-SMITH
Producer, DOP, Editor
In his 17 years as a professional cameraman, editor and producer 

Mike has established a reputation as a creative and dependable 

filmmaker. While his experience traverses everything from short film 

to television for international distribution, his passion and calling is 

documentary, working  on them in one form or another most days of 

the year. His work has been shown locally in New Zealand on TVONE, 

TV3, SKY, Maori TV and Rialto Theatres, and internationally through 

distributers including IMG, IEC, Sideways Film, Beyond International 

and Dream Team.

SELECTED CREDITS
‘Pecking Order’ (2017) – Feature documentary

‘Propaganda’ (2012) – edited and co-produced with 
with Slavko

‘Touch Wood’ (2006)  (TVNZ) – a documentary about 
Obsessive Compulsive Disorder 

‘Life on the Street’ (2005)  (TVNZ) – a documentary 
about homelessness, for which Mike was a finalist for Best 
Camera Factual at the Qantas New Zealand 
Television Awards.

‘American Highway’ (2002)
(TV3) – a finalist in the 2003 AFTA Awards for Best 
Documentary Series



'Pecking Order' was made with the support of the New Zealand Film Commission.
International sales by Seville International.
New Zealand and Australian distribution by Vendetta Films.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

“I think Kiwi audiences are in for 
a treat when they see this FIlm.”
STEVE GILMORE, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER“We’ve put a lot of love into this FIlm

over the last couple of years and can’t
wait to see if audiences enjoy watching
it as much as we did making it.” 
MIKE KELLAND, PRODUCER

PUBLICITY CONTACT
Chris Henry,  818     

chris@818.co.nz     +64 21 670 604
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GENRE:  Documentary
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