
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEDIA RELEASE: 9 November, 2017  

PIANO VIRTUOSO CELEBRATES DEBUSSY CENTENARY  

Jean-Efflam Bavouzet (France) 

AUSTRALIAN EXCLUSIVE 

‘Rarely has a performer had quite so much affinity to a composer and shared it with such perfection.’-
BACHTRACK  

Charismatic French pianist Jean-Efflam Bavouzet offers lovers of classical music a truly exceptional 
experience when he pays homage to the genius of Claude Debussy to mark the centenary year of the 
beloved composer’s death.  
 
In this intoxicating four-hour music adventure, Bavouzet demonstrates his peerless affinity with Debussy by 
playing a selection of highlights from the composer’s timeless repertoire in the stunning Government House 
Ballroom.  
 
This comprehensive musical portrait is interspersed 
with lively discussions, in an event sure to enrapture 
classical music enthusiasts of all stripes.  
 
Debussy holds a place of honour in the pantheon of 
the all-time great composers for the way he 
revolutionised piano music and evoked the beauty and 
mystery of France while incorporating influences from 
the Far East, Russia and the Middle East. 
 
Legions of musicians have performed Debussy’s piano 
masterworks, but precious few have reached the heights of Jean-Efflam Bavouzet. The French pianist’s 
recordings and live performances rank amongst the most accomplished renditions of the composer’s 
pleasure-filled, Impressionist-affiliated music, transcending mere faithfulness to offer new discoveries even 
to devout aficionados. 

Perth Festival Classical Music Program Associate Yarmila Alfonzetti said: ‘As someone who has spent my life 
surrounded by the very best classical musicians from both here and abroad, I can say unequivocally that it is 
an absolute privilege to be in the company of Jean-Efflam Bavouzet. To begin my year with this performance, 
these insights, this opportunity to share a room with this man is simply going to make all New Year’s 
resolutions redundant.’ 
 
Jean-Efflam Bavouzet is one of the most virtuosic and prolific piano talents of his generation. The multi-
award-winning pianist has collaborated with many of the world’s greatest conductors and orchestras, 
regularly performing in the most prestigious concert halls across the world. In 2012, he was awarded the title 
of “Artist of the Year” at the International Classical Music Awards. He is currently the Artistic Director of the 
Lofoten Piano Festival in Norway.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
WHAT: Jean-Efflam Bavouzet 
WHERE: Government House Ballroom 
WHEN: Feb 24  
TICKETS: $25-$125 
 
BOOKING DETAILS: 08 6488 5555 or perthfestival.com.au  
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Stephen Bevis  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281 +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
  
Perth Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, Perth Festival is the longest running 
international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has 
developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new 
works and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience. For 65 years the Festival has 
welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 
people each year. 

 
Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016-19.  
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