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HUMANS AND THEIR GRAND DESIGNS 

Bêka & Lemoine (France/ Italy) 

LIVING ARCHITECTURES 

‘A completely original way to tell a story. Astonishing!’ - Huffington Post 

How does it feel to live in a work of art? Since 2008 filmmakers Ila Bêka and Louise Lemoine have made 
funny and intriguing films that uniquely investigate what we mean when we call a building ‘great’ and how 
architectural marvels make people think and feel.  

Their ‘Living Architectures’ series gives us special insight not only into amazing buildings but how they affect 
the people who use them every day.  

In 2016, the Museum of Modern Art in New York (MOMA) acquired all 16 films in the Living Architectures 
series produced by the Italian-French duo.  

To coincide with a focus on architecture at Writers Week, we present four highlights from ‘Living 
Architectures’ – Koolhaas Houselife, Barbicania, The Infinite 
Happiness and the Australian premiere of Moriyama-san.  

Perhaps the most famous film, Koolhaas Houselife takes us 
inside The Bordeaux House, both a contemporary 
architecture masterpiece and a private functioning home.  

Nobody quite knows the house like Guadalupe, who spends 
hours there cleaning, tidying, arranging, and dealing with a 
myriad of quirks. 

Through a series of daily snapshots, Barbicania reveals the 
unique, eccentric and invaluable stories of the residents of 
London’s 1960s utopian, brutalist housing complex the 
Barbican Estate. 

The Infinite Happiness takes us to the heart of the 
contemporary residential development, the giant 8 House outside Copenhagen.  Recognised as the world’s 
best residential building in 2011, the 8 House is shaped either like a giant number eight or infinity. Is 
happiness truly infinite here?  

The latest from filmmakers Ila Bêka and Louise Lemoine is Moriyama-San. A free-spirited urban hermit, Mr 
Moriyama lives in one of Tokyo’s most experimental dwellings. It’s an ‘inside-out’ house purpose-built for 
him and used for quiet, spontaneous enjoyment of art. 

Architects and documentary lovers will be immersed into the architecture and the quirky lives of those who 
live and work within these buildings. 

 

 



  

WHERE: Dolphin Theatre, UWA 
SESSION TIMES:  
Koolhaas Houselife, Saturday 24 Feb at 1pm 
Barbicana, Saturday 24 Feb at 4pm 
The Infinite Happiness, Sunday 25 Feb at 1pm 
Moriyama-San, Sunday 25 Feb at 4pm 

For further information or interviews please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Stephen Bevis  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281  +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
   
  
Perth Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, Perth Festival is the longest running international arts 
festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide 
reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality 
artistic experiences for its audience. For 64 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest 
living artists and now connects with hundreds of thousands of people each year. 

 
Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016–19.  
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