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PERTH FESTIVAL WRITERS WEEK 
 
Extending in 2018 to seven full days and nights of festivities, Perth Festival Writers Week is a celebration of 
Australian storytelling today, curated by William Yeoman.  

Words and ideas swirl like a hurricane around The University Club of Western Australia – the new hub for 
international and Australian writers, storytellers, musicians, artists, dancers and theatre-makers – as well as 
extending out, encompassing the galleries, libraries, small bars and streets of Perth.  

A truly exceptional opening event pairs two of Australia’s literary giants, Helen Garner and Kim Scott. They 
share the stage to discuss their latest works and shine a spotlight on the importance of literature in Australia 
today.  

Further national literary luminaries include WA author Tim Winton, who previews his new novel, The 
Shepherd’s Hut, a powerful meditation on lost boys and the riptide of toxic masculinity, before its global 
release; before an incredibly touching closing address from Chinese-Australian artist and born storyteller 
William Yang, who uses words and image to share a moving series of personal encounters including his 
uncle’s murder, a friend dying of AIDS and his Taoist 
philosophy.  

These renowned guests are placed alongside the brightest 
new voices in Australian literature, including WA’s Claire 
Coleman, who identifies with the South Coast Noongar 
peoples and presents her black&write! fellowship-winning 
debut Terra Nullius, and Australia’s best-selling female 
novelist Di Morrissey; as well as hot international talent 
including Booker Prize-winning English novelist Alan 
Hollinghurst (The Line of Beauty); and Lena Dunham-
approved, Shanghai-born American short-story writer 
Jenny Zhang (Sour Heart). 

Further international literary talent to grace Perth includes UK spoken word performer and YA author Steven 
Camden, whose hilarious, big-hearted novel Tape saw him hailed as the ‘outstanding teen debut of 2014’; 
American sci-fi writer, activist and journalist Cory Doctorow who brings his acclaimed utopian fiction 
Walkaway; eminent British philosopher and author A. C. Grayling, an articulate voice within the New Atheist 
movement; feted Argentinian novelist Samanta Schweblin (Fever Dream); and British actress and author 
Sarah Winman (When God Was a Rabbit; Tin Man). 

Writers Week Guest Curator William Yeoman said: “Some of the world’s top authors converge on Perth 
Festival Writers Week for a celebration of storytelling in words, pictures, music, film, architecture and VR. 
Startling readings and conversations abound at the University Club of Western Australia. We’ll also be 
breaking out of UWA’s picturesque Crawley Campus to bring PFWW to you, with a series of free events in 
unusual spaces. There’s even a new boutique festival bookstore, while fun family and kids’ sessions and 
activities take place across the weekend.” 
 

 



  

 
WHAT: Perth Festival Writers Week 
WHERE: The University Club of Western Australia  
WHEN: Feb 19-25 
BOOKING DETAILS: 08 6488 5555 or perthfestival.com.au 
Tickets: $0-40 
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For further information or interviews please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Stephen Bevis  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281  +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
   
  
Perth Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, Perth Festival is the longest running international arts 
festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide 
reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality 
artistic experiences for its audience. For 64 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest 
living artists and now connects with hundreds of thousands of people each year. 

 
Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016–19.  

 

 

mailto:sbevis@perthfestival.com.au
mailto:miranda@mbpublicity.com.au

