
  

 
 
A.B. ORIGINAL 
AUSTRALIA 
 
A.B. ORIGINAL is the collaboration between Briggs (Album of the Year recipient at the National 
Indigenous Music Awards 2015) and Trials, (ARIA Award winning producer for Drapht, Illy, Hilltop Hoods, 
Seth Sentry and The Funkoars among others.) 
 
A.B. ORIGINAL was born when the two friends were invited to join forces at triple j’s 40-year celebration, 
Beat The Drum, in January 2015. They produced a short but powerful set which also included the special 
performance of 'The Hunt’, a collaboration with Gurrumul performed earlier on triple j’s ‘Live at the 
Wireless’. 
 
They write songs in the spirit of N.W.A and West Side Connection, while lyrically bringing attention to issues 
closer to home. Respectively coming from the Yorta Yorta and Ngarrindjeri tribes, Briggs and Trials are 
socially conscious outspoken Indigenous artists. They bring a new sound & voice to Australian hip hop as A.B. 
ORIGINAL. 
 
In 2016, the duo performed to sold out audiences at the Rolling Stones Live Lodge, a BIGSOUND 
showcase, and whilst supporting Hilltop Hoods on their national stadium tour. They delivered a poignant key 
note speech at BIGSOUND and created a history making Like A Version for triple j, paying a hip-hop homage 
to PAUL KELLY’s ‘Dumb Things’ with the creator himself alongside Dan Sultan. 
 
A.B. ORIGINAL’S debut album, titled ‘RECLAIM AUSTRALIA’, was released in November 2016 via Hilltop 
Hoods’ label Golden Era Records and Briggs’ label Bad Apples Music and reached #10 on the ARIA charts and 
#1 on the iTunes charts in the first week. The album was ‘Album of The Week’ on triple j and 3RRR and 
enjoys continued high rotation airplay across national radio. 

 



  

 
‘RECLAIM AUSTRALIA’ has delivered 3 extraordinary singles to date, including their debut song '2 Black, 2 
Strong’ followed but the powerful and provocative ‘January 26’ which featured vocals by Dan Sultan, and the 
most recent single ‘I.C.U’ featuring Thelma Plum. 
Early 2017, has seen the duo perform their hard-hitting set to huge crowds at the St Jerome’s Laneway 
Festival nationally, whilst also being the festival MC’s. 
 
Quotes 
 
“This is music that channels the anger and pain of people who have long been stood over and have been 
demeaned and dehumanised for generations.” 
The AU Review 
 
“The duo strangle the status quo with their socially conscious flip of Nineties West Coast gangster rap.” 
The Rolling Stone (Australia) 
 
Facebook: facebook.com/2blak2strong/ 
Twitter: twitter.com/aboriginalbam?lang=en 

For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Stephen Bevis  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281 +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is the longest 
running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has 
developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and 
the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience. For 65 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of 
the world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016 – 19.  
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