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AUSTRALIA 
 
Rock ‘n’ roll badass Abbe May is a femme fatale shredder 
who has carved a name for herself as a chameleon of 
musical genre-hopping.  

Abbe May spent her late teens and early twenties 
performing in Australia’s most notorious r_ock venues 
and busted up studios, touring relentlessly in unreliable 
tour vans in various solo and band incarnations. With sly 
humour, Abbe graduated from her critically acclaimed 
early explorations of rock and blues to become a guitar-
slinging, beat-driven, iconic performer with an 
atmospheric cocktail of sexy, indie riff-rock, gospel, soul 
and electronica. 

Abbe is one of the strong women of the Australian music 
industry with much respect across radio, blogs and 
venues around the country. She is an ARIA, WAM, AIR, 
AMP winning and nominated artist, the hand-picked 
guitarist for Peter Garrett’s Alter Egos and a champion of 
the LGBTQIA+ community. A constantly evolving artist, 
she has performed at a myriad of summer music festivals 
including Big Day Out, Meredith, and Pyramid, and supported Neneh Cherry, The Black Keys, Midnight Oil, 
The Motels, Art V’s Science, Tim Rogers, Adalita, Magic Dirt, Emiliana Torrini, Killing Heidi, You Am I, Peter 
Garrett, Bob Log III, Kim Salmon, Dave Graney and Claire Moore. 

Abbe has had huge success with ‘Design Desire’ in 2012, and ‘Kiss My Apocalypse’ in 2013. Associated singles 
Mammalian Locomotion, Taurus Chorus, Design Desire, Karmageddon, and T.R.O.U.B.L.E were huge hits 
after all being added to high rotation on Triple J. Her Like A Version of Ginuwine's Pony is still widely 
considered a classic. Several of her songs have been used in worldwide marketing campaigns for 
Jagermeister as well as featuring in HBO's Entourage and Jane Campion’s Top Of The Lake. 

Abbe is known as a phenomenal singer, songwriter and guitarist, a poetic, insightful, hard-hitting lyricist, 
performer and visual artist who harnesses and openly expresses her sexuality without shame. She has spent 
the past three years creating her fifth studio album “FRUIT”, scheduled for release on February 2, 2018, and 
it is her most succinct and powerful declaration of identity yet. A melodic, upbeat and soulful collection of 
songs made to honour the lives of those who don't quite know how to stand in line. Presale through Luxury 
Cat Records & MGM on December 13 

Quotes 

“Lady can shred.....this is all out rock’n'roll interspersed with blues, slide guitar, piano balladry and a sinewy 
darkness throughout” - Zan Rowe (Triple J Mag) 

 



  

 
“Abbe May’s Design Desire makes intelligent rock anything but a misnomer. It’s powerful and daring and 
asks that you pay attention, without having to yell its intentions at you. It’s as good an album as was made 
anywhere in the world last year” – Bernard Zuel (SMH) 
 
"Hands down, Perth blues rocker Abbe May has the best female voice in Australia’ - Drum Media (Aus)  
 
“May chucks a musical U-turn, indulging in a joy of sex and synths. It’s dirty, flirty and dark” - 4/5 STARS - 
WHO Magazine 
 
“Abbe May plays a scorching guitar. She is the f**king shit” - Nic Harcourt (MTV US) 
"Abbe May is a black sheep in a pop paddock groaning with nice girls" - 4/5 STARS – The Age 
 
"This ominous and sexy LP, marks an exciting progression for May. It is clearly impossible to draw 
comparisons to Design Desire, but what is constant throughout Abbe’s recordings is an unmistakeable sex 
appeal, and chaotic honesty." 8/10 -The Au Review 
 
Website: http://www.abbemay.com/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/abbemay 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/abbemayzing/ 

For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Stephen Bevis  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281 +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is the longest 
running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has 
developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and 
the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience. For 65 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of 
the world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016 – 19.  
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