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Ben Folds is widely regarded as one of the 
major music influencers of our generation. 

For over ten years he’s shared the stage 
with some of the world’s greatest 
symphony orchestras, performing his pop 
hits and critically acclaimed concerto for 
Piano and Orchestra. He was recently 
named as the first-ever Artistic Advisor to 
the National Symphony Orchestra at the 
Kennedy Center where he will bring pop 
artists together with the nation's 
orchestra to collaborate on new music. 

Throughout his career, Folds has created 
an enormous body of genre-bending music that includes pop albums with Ben Folds Five, multiple solo 
albums, and collaborative records with artists from Sara Bareilles and Regina Spektor, to William 
Shatner. His most recent album is a blend of pop and classical original works that soared to #1 on both 
the Billboard classical and classical crossover charts. 

Folds continues to perform with symphonies and also cross country solo touring reminiscent of his 
earliest years, delivering a high energy rock performance using the intimacy of just a piano. 

An avid photographer, Folds is a member of the distinguished Sony Artisans of Imagery, and earlier this 
year completed an assignment as a photo editor for National Geographic. And he’s an outspoken 
advocate for music education and music therapy as a member of Americans For The Arts, and as a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Nashville Symphony. 

The piano pop maverick presents a high-energy gig with a twist as he unfurls his Paper Aeroplanes 
Request Tour. Performing solo at the piano, armed with classic hits like ‘Brick’ and ‘Rockin’ The 
Suburbs’, Folds shares a rollicking night in two parts as he asks fans to write down their requestis, fold 
them into planes and launch them at the stage in the second half of the concert. There is no better 
way to see one of the modern world’s most distinctive singer-songwriters.  

Quotes  

‘A consummate musician reaches new heights.’ -Uncut 

‘Ben Folds: tender, self-conscious, brave, innovative.’ –The Columbus Dispatcher  

‘Folds' gifts for narrative and composing are clear.’ –Consequence of Sound 

 



  

‘One of the greatest modern songwriters’.-The Australian 

‘Onstage, he is just a wonder to watch, as a pianist, as a lyricist, as a composer, a conductor and as a 
man.’ –Vibes Music Blog 

‘Ben Folds meshes the classical and pop music worlds in ways that few mainstream contemporary 
artists can hope to achieve.’ –Paste Magazine  

‘Ben Folds has elevated his artistic intent fearlessly and deliberately.’ –Glide Magazine 

‘If there was ever a time to take this great artist seriously, it's now.’ –Elmore Magazine 

‘It's hard to remember why music didn't always sound like this.’ –Drowned in Sound 

‘Something tells me Ben Folds would make a great dinner party guest.The man can crack a joke, but in 
that subtle, self-deprecating way that is always charming.’- Sydney Morning Herald 

Website: https://www.benfolds.com/ 
Twitter: @benfolds 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BenFolds/ 

For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Stephen Bevis  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281 +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is the longest 
running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has 
developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and 
the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience. For 65 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of 
the world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016 – 19.  
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