
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PERFUME GENIUS 
UNITED STATES 
 
 
Perfume Genius is the project of singer/songwriter Mike Hadreas whose music is a fine-tuned mix of delicate 
piano ballads and sauntering glam rock he uses to delve into the themes of sexuality, homophobia and 
domestic abuse in his trademark poetic and brutal honesty. 
 
Bullied for being gay growing up, Hadreas used art and music as a coping mechanism, and began offering his 
own musical repertoire to the public in 2008 via MySpace. By 2009 he had signed to Turnstile Records which 
released his debut single ‘Mr.Peterson’ detailing the story of a suicidal pedophile high-school teacher. 2010 
saw Hadreas’ debut album Learning released under Matador Records, a confession that embraced the 
disturbing and the heartfelt on equal levels. 
 
Known early as a poster-wraith for notorious, joyous, tortured and free boys, girls and their fellow travelers, 
Learning and Put Your Back N 2 It consisted largely of exquisite and cruelly abbreviated ballads seemingly 
sung in the dark at a piano with all the silences left in.  The previously most recent album, 2014's Too Bright, 
stepped out saucily onto a bigger stage, expressing, with the production help of Adrian Utley, emotions 
arranged all along the slippery continuum from rage to irony to love as it looked at subjects like gay panic, 
confused identity politics and the enraging sense one is only being tolerated. Too Bright took on a darker 
sound than previous releases in order to reject the delicate stereotype placed on him from the beginning of 
his career and embrace his own power. Now here with No Shape, Perfume Genius has seized the vocabulary 
of the full expression of music in his tender and transcendent protest record that embodies his love and 
devotion for Allan Wyffels, Hadreas’ long term boyfriend and musical collaborator. 
 
"I felt like when I made these other albums, people were like why are you talking about these things, and 
now people are going to be like, why aren't you talking about these things, because everything's so terrible. 
I'm never not talking about it. My life is existing in the fucking face of it. My music will always be in protest." 
Perfume Genius 

 



  

Quotes 
 
“His tremulous voice lifted to the rafters and the unspoken secret at the heart of the song loomed as big as 
original sin.” 
Vulture 
 
“For one thing, even at his bleakest, Hadreas has always had a way with melody, using it to make the most 
unbearable subject matter somehow palatable.” 
The Guardian 
 
Website: perfumegenius.org/ 
Facebook: facebook.com/perfumegeniusofficial/ 
Twitter: twitter.com/perfumegenius?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor 

For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Stephen Bevis  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281 +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is the longest 
running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has 
developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and 
the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience. For 65 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of 
the world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016 – 19.  
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