
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHIGETO 
USA 
 
Artists take on pseudonyms for a multitude of reasons, but in Zach Saginaw’s case, those reasons run 
deeper than most. Zach records under the name Shigeto. It’s his middle name; it’s also his grandfather’s 
name, a tribute to the Japanese branch of Zach’s family tree. Shigeto also means “to grow bigger”—
appropriate, given Zach’s premature birth-weight of less than a pound. Today, Shigeto stands for Zach’s 
vividly beautiful electronic music. Beat-driven but given to richly textured sound design, rhythmically 
fractured but melodically sumptuous, Shigeto’s music is a bridge between the past and present, bringing 
the artist face to face with a creative legacy that spans decades. 
 
Zach was brought up on a steady diet of Michigan-bred music, as his father spoon-fed him old Motown 
and jazz records by the crateload. Zach picked up the drums at an early age, spending much of his 
childhood playing in the Detroit/Ann Arbor music scene. After nearly flunking out of high school—save for 
his music studies—Zach spent three years studying jazz at the New School in NYC and three more in 
London, where he began woodshedding, obsessed with learning electronic production. Soon enough, 
beats materialized, Zach moved to Brooklyn and took up the name Shigeto, and Zach’s peers began to 
take notice. 
 
The music of Shigeto, has always cross-wired of a host of different musical influences. His EPs Semi-
Circle and What We Held Onto explored his grandmothers experience from a US internment camp through 
ambient, beat-driven tracks, using samples of his grandmothers voice. His debut album Full Circle was a 
culmination of these EPs, employing obsessive field recording and meticulous percussion to create 
sumptuous instrumental hip-hop. 2012s sophomore album Lineage was a musical journey through his 
heritage set to the sounds of jazz, hip-hop, funk and folk. And 2012’s No Better Time Than Now was an 
album about living in the moment, with songs that seemed to be harbingers of change and immediacy (“First 
Saturn Return,” “Soul Searching”). 

On Intermission, Saginaw places all of those disparate sounds side by side, offering a snapshot both of where 
he has been as an artist, as well as where he is going. “Intermission grew out of the idea that I have all of 
these places I want to go; even though I’m not there yet, these are six little signposts along the way.” In the 

 



  

years since No Better Time Than Now, Shigeto’s experience as a musician has only deepened. He recorded 
tracks for the Detroit rapper ZelooperZ, and performed with jazz legend Dave Douglass’ High Risk Project. “I 
couldn’t accept the fact that I was hanging,” he laughs. “I was like, wait, I dropped out of jazz school, how 
does this work?” “But what it did was make me realize that music is music—you don’t have to be a certain 
type of musician or trained in a certain way in order to contribute to something. It was very liberating.” 

That sense of liberation comes through in every track on Intermission. It’s not electronic music, it’s not jazz, 
it’s not hip-hop—it’s all of those; “Pulse” blends glacial electronics with plinking vibraphones (“That song is 
kind of a dancefloor-type song, which is different for me,” Saginaw says). On the other end of the spectrum 
entirely are “Gently” and “Deep Breathing,” two moody, spacious, beat-less songs that spin soft strands of 
synth over empty air. Taken together, the songs tell the story of an artist with a broad musical background 
stretching out and exploring his influences. “When I’m having a lot of fun, that’s how I know when I’m on to 
something,” he says. “Like the first time you ever realized you could plug a microphone into your interface 
and record your own sounds, and your whole world was changed. Intermission is like that for me—its about 
getting that feeling again.” 

Quotes 

“Beat-driven but given to richly textured sound design, rhythmically fractured but melodically sumptuous, 
Shigeto’s music is a bridge between the past and present, bringing the artist face to face with a creative 
legacy that spans decades.” – Resident Advisor 

“On projects like Lineage and Full Circle, the Michigan producer Zach Saginaw demonstrated the ability to 
gravitate from the gentle pastoral sound associated with early Four Tet to more stripped-down, driving 
sounds. His new No Better Time Than Now is, at times, both puzzling and beautiful.”- Pitchfork 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ShigetoMusic/ 
Soundcloud: https://soundcloud.com/shigeto 
Instagram: @__shigeto 

For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Stephen Bevis  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281 +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is the longest 
running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has 
developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and 
the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience. For 65 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of 
the world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 
Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016 – 19.  
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