
  

 

MEDIA RELEASE: 07 December  2017 

BOFFINS JOINS FESTIVAL BOOK CLUB 

Perth Festival is proud to partner with independent Western Australian retailer Boffins Books as its official 
bookseller for its celebration of Australian storytelling at Writers Week 2018. 

The week-long festival devoted to the pleasures of language and ideas will run across the libraries, bars and 
the streets of Perth from 19-25 February. Our literary adventures, many of them free, will culminate with a 
packed weekend of readings, conversations and fun family activities at the new Festival hub at the University 
Club of Western Australia from 23-25 February.  

Boffins Books’ boutique pop-up store at the University Club will encourage visitors to linger, lounge and 
browse a range of books beyond the diverse and extensive line-up of international and local authors at the 
2018 Festival. 

‘All of us here at Boffins Books are delighted to be the bookseller partner for Perth Festival Writers Week 
2018,’ Boffins Books director Bill Liddelow said. 

‘It’s very pleasing that Perth Festival has chosen a local independent bookseller to work with,’ Mr Liddelow 
said. ‘The new Writers Week pop-up bookstore is an exciting innovation and, with 28 years of bookselling 
experience, we’re thrilled at the prospect of filling it. Above all, we welcome the opportunity to support the 
amazing range of local and international authors presenting at the Festival, and we look forward to 
showcasing a fine range of eclectic and original books during the Festival. 

Guest Curator William Yeoman said the Festival welcomed Boffins Books as the new bookseller for Perth 
Festival Writers Week 2018. 

‘Perth Festival encourages the development of local talent, and that extends to the support and growth of 
our city’s local businesses,’ Mr Yeoman said.  ‘The Festival is pleased to be working with Boffins Books, a 
long-established local and independent retailer, to provide patrons of the Writers Week with extraordinary 
literary experiences and opportunities to engage with their favourite authors. 

Boffins’ top five recommended books from Perth Festival Writers Week guest authors. 

Helen Garner- Everywhere I Look 

Everywhere I Look is a book full of unexpected moments, sudden shafts of light, piercing 
intuition, flashes of anger and incidental humour. It takes us from backstage at the 
ballet to the trial of a woman for the murder of her newborn baby. It moves effortlessly 
from the significance of moving house to the pleasure of re-reading Pride and Prejudice. 
 

Kim Scott- Taboo 

Taboo takes place in the present day, in the rural South-West of Western Australia, and 
tells the story of a group of Noongar people who revisit, for the first time in many 
decades, a taboo place: the site of a massacre that followed the assassination, by these 
Noongar’s descendants, of a white man who had stolen a black woman. This is a novel 
of survival and renewal, as much as destruction; and, ultimately, of hope as much as 
despair.  



  

 

Alan Hollinghurst- The Sparsholt Affair 

In October 1940, the handsome young David Sparsholt arrives in Oxford. A keen 
athlete and oarsman, he at first seems unaware of the effect he has on others – 
particularly on the lonely and romantic Evert Dax, son of a celebrated novelist and 
destined to become a writer himself. While the Blitz rages in London, Oxford exists at 
a strange remove: an ephemeral, uncertain place, in which nightly blackouts conceal 
secret liaisons 

Josephine Wilson - Extinctions 

Fred Lothian is a man in denial: a brilliant engineer, now retired and widowed. He 
knows that ‘for an engineer there was a bridge for every situation’. But solutions for 
the complexity of human problems elude him. So he looks away from his son’s tragic 
injury, his adopted Aboriginal daughter’s cultural loss: his only intimacy is with his 
collection of high design modernist objects. Only the intervention of his spirited next-
door neighbour at his retirement village, Jan Venturi, forces him out of his carapace of 
self-absorption long enough to bring both comedy and recognition into his life, and 
some degree of redemption.  

 

Noelle Janaczewska- The Book of Thistles 

Arranged broadly into five sections (Names, Law, War, Food and Outliers), a substantial 
portion of the book—relayed in short, self-contained paragraphs alongside historical 
fragments—is devoted to the memories that thistles trigger for Janaczewska: her 
childhood in the English countryside, visiting North and South Korea, the parallels 
between her relocation from England to Australia, and the thistle as an invasive 
colonial species. 

Perth Festival Writers Week is supported by 
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Perth Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, Perth Festival is the longest-running 
international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has 
developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new 
works and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience. For 65 years the Festival has 
welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now connects with hundreds of 
thousands of people each year. 
Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016 – 19.    
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